
Questions/Answers Regarding the Reopening of 
Public Mass at Corpus Christi and St. John Neumann  

 
Sunday Masses resume May 30/31.  

Daily Masses resume Monday, May 25th.  
 

Revised Mass Schedule: 
Saturday: 5:00 pm, Corpus Christi 

Sunday: 8:45 am, St. John Neumann 
10:45 am, Corpus Christi 

4:00 pm, St. John Neumann 
 
Q: If I don't feel comfortable coming back to Mass, and stay home instead, is that a sin?  
Archbishop Schnurr has temporarily dispensed Catholics from the obligation to attend Mass. 
You would not be in a state of mortal sin for missing Mass during this time.  
 
Q: Do I have to wear a mask? 
You are encouraged, but not required, to wear a facial mask or a facial shield; but we are not 
able to supply them to you at this time. Recommended by the Center for Disease Control and 
local health officials, including health professionals in our own parish, masks are strongly 
encouraged as an act of charity towards others. The masks both aid in preventing spread of 
Covid-19 and also make others feel more safe as they come to Mass. No one will be turned 
away for not wearing a mask, of course! 
 
Q. Are we taking people’s temperatures?  
No. We encourage all who intend to come to Mass to take their temperature at home. If you 
have a raised temperature, cough, or feel ill, please stay home.  
 
Q: How will Holy Communion be distributed at daily and Sunday Masses?  
More specific instructions will be given at Mass, but here are the general guidelines. 
 
At Corpus Christi, Holy Communion will be distributed from the normal locations; however we 
are asking sections to come forward at a time, instead of pews. The first sections to come 
forward will be on the minister’s right, as he is standing at the head of the aisle. Then the 
section to the minister’s left. Holy Communion will be brought to those in the balcony as normal, 
this minister will also minister Holy Communion to any who are in the Gathering Space or 
seated outside. 
 
At St. John Neumann, the chairs have been rearranged to allow the greatest seating capacity 
while also maintaining social distancing. Congregants will move to the central aisle and proceed 
forward, keeping space both to the chairs along the aisle and distance from others in the 



processional. Marks will be placed on the floor to assist with this procedure. Those who are not 
able to come forward for Holy Communion will receive upon the conclusion of Communion. 
 
At both parishes, those who wish to receive on the tongue are asked to wait until last to receive 
and to come to the priest only. If you could arrange with him prior to Mass, that will be helpful. 
All those ministering Communion will be wearing Masks. 
 
Q: Will there be enough seating for everyone?  
Each Mass will have a limited capacity. We have four Masses on the weekend and room for 
about 100-125 people at each Mass. Additionally, the Gather Space and the Hall will also be 
available for overflow seating. Plus, you can come to a weekday Mass in place of a Sunday 
Mass while the Archbishop’s dispensation remains in place. At Corpus Christi, every other pew 
will be roped off. There is generally room for three individuals in each pew or two couples or one 
family. At St. John Neumann, we are removing every other row of chairs, with encouragement of 
four seats between family groups. All are encouraged to stand at least six feet away from 
people you don't live with.  
 
Q. Can families sit together?  
Yes. All those who live in the same domicile can sit together in a pew. Families have the ability 
to determine their own domicile group. 
 
Q: Will there be hand sanitizer available?  
Yes, but if you have your own, bring it. Wash your hands before Mass and use hand sanitizer 
before and after Holy Communion. 
 
Q. Will the church be sanitized in between Masses?  
Yes. 
 
Q. Where should a parent go with a crying baby or if a toddler needs to move around? 
While we encourage social distancing, moms and dads are welcome to use the Gathering 
Space as usual. 
 
Q. Will I be able to bring Holy Communion home to a loved one? Or to a friend whom I 
visit regularly? 
At this time, we are only allowing those who take Holy Communion home to those with whom 
they share a domicile, such as a spouse or elderly parent who lives with you. We will extend 
Holy Communion to others as soon as we are able, as we know they long to receive Our Lord 
as well. 
 
Q. Will there be singing?  
Yes. We did remove hymnals, so music sheets will be provided, both in person and 
electronically. Music will be ‘simple’ with either hymns that are familiar or simple antiphons at the 
entrance and at Communion.  



 
Q: Will a collection be taken up during Mass?  
No. A basket will be placed in the Gathering Space and you may place your offering there. All 
are encouraged to mail in envelopes, give online or contact the parish office for EFT 
withdrawals directly from your bank.  
 
Q. Will there be coffee and donuts?  
No. The priority for re-opening is the celebration of the Eucharist. We hope to bring back social 
gatherings soon.  
 
Q. Will Confessions be available?  
Confessions will continue to be available on Saturdays from 4:00-4:30pm at Corpus Christi and 
on Sundays from 3:00-3:30pm at St. John Neumann. Confessions are also available by 
appointment.  
 
Q. When is First Communion for the 2nd grade class?  
The First Communion Masses for both parishes have been scheduled and families contacted. 
There will be multiple Masses at each parish to ensure that proper social distancing 
requirements are met. Please contact Pam at Corpus Christi or Becky at St. John Neumann for 
more details. We do plan to stream all the liturgies.  
 
Q. When is Confirmation for our teenagers?  
Confirmation liturgies have been scheduled at all three parishes: Corpus Christ, St. John the 
Baptist and St. John Neumann. Families have been contacted regarding their options for the 
Sacrament and how it will be celebrated. 
 
Q. Will there be holy water available?  
Yes and no. The holy water fonts will be empty but there are small holy water containers that 
will be available, full, to take home for personal use.  
 
Q. How can I help? 
There are several ways:  
- We need your patience. This is new ground for all of us. If you arrive and we're at capacity, 
please move to the overflow seating in the parish hall. If those are at capacity, you'll need to 
come to a different Mass. Ushers and greeters will be on hand to assist you.  
- When you come to Mass, don't linger in the Gathering Space before or after Mass. Come in 
the doors, find a seat and stay there until Mass is over. Do not move from pew to pew. 
- When Mass is over, be patient in leaving. Stay in your seat and offer a prayer of Thanksgiving 
for the gift of the Eucharist and allow others to leave so there's not bunching up at the doors.  
- Bring your own mask and hand sanitizer if you have it. That will allow us to use our supply of 
both for those who don't have them.  
- We will need assistance sanitizing the church after all Masses. If you can help contact the 
parish office or sign up via the Sign Up Genius links that are on the parish website. 


